
REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA) 
MONTSERRADO COUNTY) 

THIS COMMUNITY FOREST MANAGEMENlj AGREEMENT is made and entered into 
this IQ Vi day of May AD 2017. by and between t 1e Government of Liberia. acting throu~h 
the Forestry Development Authority . hereinafter ·el'e rred to as theFDA. represented by its 
Managing Director Hon. Darlington S. Tuagbcn. an the People of SEWACAJUA, represented 
by their Communit)' Forest Management Body by nd thru its ChairpersonAlfred . Toteh, for 
the Management of SEW ACAJUA COMMUNITY OREST; hereby WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS. the Forestry Development Authority ( · DA) is the government agency with legal 
jurisdiction over forestry matters. and the lead agenC) for community forestry in Liberia; 

WHEREAS. the People of SEW ACAJUA COM UNITY FOREST. in accordance with the 
Community Rights Law of 2009 with Respect t Forest Lands (CRL) and the Amended 
Regulation to the Community Rights Law of 2009 w th Respect to Forest Lands (Amended CRL 
Regulation), applied to the FDA for Authorized orest Community status, to enable them 
manage and/or utilize their Community Forest resom e:. : 

WHEREAS, the FDA. in accordance with its statutorily establi hed authority to grant 
Authorized Forest Community status. and issue nd sign Community Forest Management 
Agreements (CFMA), has veri tied that SEW AC UA has satisfied all technical and legal 
requi rements to be granted Authorized Community F 

WHEREAS, the SEWACAJUA Community Pores Management Body (CFMB) represents the 
Authorized Forest Community in all matters relate to community forestry resources, and has 
been granted the legal authority by the People of SEf ACAJUA COMMUNUNITY FOREST 
to enter into this CFMA. as established by Section 4. (c) of the CRL: 

WHEREAS, the People of SEWACAJUA C(j)MMUNITY FOREST, represented by 
SEWACAJUA CFMB, and the FDA are willing to 1e bound by the terms set out in this CFMA; 

Now, THEREFORE, the FDA and the SEWACAJU CFMB agree as follows: 

ARTICLE 1: Pl RPOSE 

SECTION 1.1 

The SEW ACAJUA CFMB and the FDA enkr to this Community Forestry Management 
Agreement in order to: 

(a) Reiterate the rights and responsibilities f the SEWACAJUA Authorized Forest 
Community to own . use and sustainably m nage its forest resources, and to promote 
biodiversity for the direct benefit or the c mmunity. ecosystems, the nation, and the 
environment, as established in the CRL and mended CRL Regulation; 

(b) Reiterate the roles and responsibilities of the FDA, as the agency with regulatory 
authority over community forestry programs as established in the CRL and its Amended 
CRL Regulation; 

(c) Pursue activities that will contribute to tl e improvement of the livelihoods of the 
members of the SEWACAJUA Authorized orest Community, through the management 
and use of forest resources, which may inc ude informed conservation practices and/or 
sustainable harvesting of timber and non-tin er forest products (NTFPs) for commercial 
purposes· 

(d) Promote public aware11~ ss ol"' the economi . environmental, cul tural and recreational 
'alues o r Communit) Forc'ilr ) . as pursucd
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(e) Work in close collaboration with national ~n? international ~rganizations to~ promote and 
strengthen community forestry, by build1 g the capacity of the SEWACAJUA 
Authorized Forest Community. 

SECTION 1.2 

The implementation of this CFMA shall be guided b the following principles: 

(a) Community forest resources shall be used fo the benefit of mem~ers of the Auth?rized 
Forest Community, and may include the pu ·suance of conservation. and_lor s~stamable 
harvestino of timber and TFPs for com11ercial purposes. Nothmg in this CFMA 
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precludes the Authorized Forest Community from altering how it chooses to manage i~s 
forest resources, but all legal requirements 1 ust first be met before any such change is 
implemented; 

(b) Community Forest resources shall be manag d and used in a way that meets the need.s of 
the present community members without co promising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs: 

(c) All members and groups in the Authorize Forest Community. irrespective of age, 
gender. religion or ethnicity, shall be able t participate in the management and use of 
Community Forest resources; 

(d) All decisions and actions relating to the m nagement of Community Forest resources 
shall be explained and carried out with ope1 ness, and in a way that all members of the 
Authorized Forest Community will understa d; 

(e) Any decision, activity or agreement affecti g the status or use of Community Forest 
resources shal 1 not proceed without the free. prior and informed consent of the 
Authorized Forest Community: 

(f) The rights of members of the Authorized f 01 st Community to the pursuance of activities 
necessary for subsistence, medicinal and cultural purposes, and to vital ecosystem 
services more generally. shall not be perman ntly alienated. 

ARTICLE 2: TECHNNlCAL DESCRIPTIO OF COMMUNITY FOREST LANDS 

The SEWACAJUA Community Forest lies with' 1 Latitude (514574 - 624772) North of the 
equator and Longitude (514574 - 595072) West o the Greenwich Meridian and is located in 
Seekon, Payns. Wedjah and Juarzon Districts, Sinoe County, Republic of Liberia. 

Commencing at a point (543050 - 621754) on the ehnkwehn River, thence a lin~ runs S 29° E 
for 5,633 meters to a point (545777 - 616930); the ce a line runs N 72° E for 5,310 meters to a 
point (550763 - 618565 ); thence a 1 ine runs 87° for 61 meters to a point (550821 - 618564 ); 
thence a line runs S 21 °E for 80 meters to a point ( 5084 7 - 618490); thence a line runs S 11 ° E 
for 161 meters to a point (550891 -618286); thence a line runs S 45 ° W for 76 meters to a point 
(5508050 - 618235); thence a line runs S 64° W r 114 meters to a point (550752 - 618182); 
thence a line runs S 80° W for 322 meters to a poin (550496 - 618130); thence a line runs S 50° 
W for 483 meters to a point (550176 - 617860); the 1cc a line runs S 26° W for L 127 meters to a 
point (549664 - 616817): thence a line rnns S 0 W for 322 meters to a point (549651 -
616451); thence a line runs S 35° W for 483 meter to a point (549326 - 616002); thence a line 
runs Due South for 322 meters to a point (549326 615656); thence a line runs S 53° W for 322 
meters to a point (539082 -615460); thence a Ii e runs S 56° W for 483 meters to a point 
(548648 - 615159); thence a line runs S 21° W fi r 644 meters to a point (548441 - 614565); 
thence a line runs S 4 7° W for 483 meters to a po in (548100 - 614209); thence a line runs S 62° 
W for 322 meters to a point (547812 - 614054); th nee a line runs S 35° W for Ll27 meters to a 
point (547208 - 613142); thence a line runs S 7° W for 643 meters to a point (546676 -
612917): thence a line runs N 47° W for 92 rnetet to a point (546628 - 612960); thence a line 
runs S 82° W for 1.448 meters lo a point (545210 612756): thence a line runs 69° W for 966 



meters to a point (544246 - 613128); thence a line runs 83° W for 644 meters to a point 
(543630 - 613 l 99); thence a line runs S 60° W for 66 meters to a point (542859 - 612729); 
thence a line runs S 76° W for 1,448 meters to a poi t (5414 72 - 612369); thence a line runs S 
39° W for 483 meters to a point (541159 - 611986); t1ence a line runs Due South for 483 meters 
to a point (541159 - 611551); thence a line runs S 3 ° W for 3,219 meters to a point (539196-
609096); thence a line runs S 52° W for 16,254 met rs to a point (526506 - 599218); thence a 
line runs S 70° W for 2,092 meters to a point (52454 - 598529); thence a line runs S 49° W for 
483 meters to a point (524205 - 598189): thence a Ii e runs 59° W for 1,287 meters to a point 
(523072 - 597513): thence a line run S 24° W fo r .448 meters to a point (522494 - 596186): 
thence a line runs S 63 ° W for 1,127 meters to a po nt (521479 -595661): thence a line runs 
30° W for 4, 184 meters to a point (5 19465 - 5992 8): thence a line runs 46° W for 5,955 
meters to a point (515 120 - 603375) on the Sehnk ehn River; thence a line runs orthward 
along said River for 56,990 meters to the point or c mmencement, embracing a total of 31,936 
hectares/ 78,915 acres and NO MORE. 
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ARTICLE 3: GENERAL RIGH SAND OBLIGATIONS 

SECTION 3.1 

I_n ke~ping with its statu~ory respo1~si~ility to re ulate, protect, manage and develop forest 
1es~U1ces. so as to susta111 and optimize the po ential yield of their economic, social and 
environmental benefits, the fDA sha ll : 

(a) Directl y support the SEWACAJUA Auth ri zed Forest Community take stock of and 
document f?rest resources within the area o forest resources designated as a Communit 
Forest, t~ mcl\ide, where appropriate, an inventory of all merchantable timber an~ 
c01nme~·ciall~ viable NTFPs, as well as loca ly resident protected and endangered species 
and their habitat; 

(b) Con:n~unicate to th~ CFMB minimum s andards for the development, review and 
appio, al o!'Communit; f·orest Managcrnen~ Plans. to be reviewed eve ry five (5) years: 

(c) Provide guidance to the CFMB 0~1 zoning t e Community Forest, as well as the limits of 
the scope and scale of conservation and/or commercial exploitation within these zo 
based upon the data collected about the fore t resources within the Community Forest~es, 
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(d) Suggest amendments and/or alternatives, in ursuance of the same. stated goals of the 
Authorized Forest Community, if it is detern ined that the Commu111ty Forest would not 

be ab le to sustain an activity proposed in he Community Forest Management Plan 
(CFMP); 

(e) Assist in building the capacity of member of the Authorized Forest Community to 
sustainably manage their forest resources, in luding by securing financial and technical 

ass istance: 

(f) Monitor and eval uate the CfMP in o rder to nsure that a ll lega l and technical standards 

are sati sfied; and 

(g) Facilitate the resolution of conflicts upon req est by the Authori zed Forest Community. 

SECTION 3.2 

The SEWACAJUA CFMB shall : 

(a) Ensure that Community Forest resources are managed in an environmentally sustainable 
manner, and maintain the forest as an ecosyst m ; 

(b) With the invo lvement of community me ber . and the approval of the Executi ve 
Committee of the Community Assembl y. p ·epare and implement community forestry 

rules/guide lines: 

(c) With the involvement of community membe s, and under the guidance of the Executive 
Committee of the Community Assembly, dev lop CFMPs; 

(d) Operate in accordance with the terms and co 1ditions of this CFMA, community forestry 
rul es/guideli nes. the CFMP, and a ll other re le ant legislation and regul ations; 

(e) With the guidance of the FDA. ove rsee an monitor implementation or the CFMP to 
ensure compliance w ith all relevant legal and technical requirements; 

(f) Conduct awareness raising activities in order to inform all Authorized Forest Community 
members abo ut the community forestry prog1 m ; 

(g) Represent the community in al l matters re! ted to community forestry in negotiations 
with the FDA, and with third-parties who l ave interests in conservat ion or harvesting 
timber and/or TFPs for commercial purpos s: and 

(h) When made aware of any forestry offences within the Community Forest, immediately 
inform the nearest FDA Office and. if possib e. halt any ongoing illegal activities. 

ARTICLE 4: COMPLIANCE WITH COM UNITY FOREST MANAGEMENT 
AGREEMENT ANO COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PLAN 

SECTION 4.1 

All acti vities of the SEWACAJUA Community F rest sha ll conform to both the CFMA and 
CFMP. 

SECTION 4.2 

If Y is determined ~hat members of the SEWAC~JUA Forest Community have failed or are 
fai1111g to comply w ith the CFMA and CFMP, the F A sha ll immediately provide written notice 
~o the ~EWACAJUA Fares ~ Community. th rough the CFMB, of the violation, together with 
mstructtons as to how the v iolation may be reme · ied . Any such written notice shall include 



warning of Lhe sanctions that may be applied in Lhe a sence of remedial action being taken by Lhe 
SEWACAJlJA Forest Community. 

SECTION 4.3 

Individual members of the Forest Community who vi late the terms of this CFM/\ and/or CFMP 
may be fined by the CFMB and/or referred to the ap1 ropriate authority for criminal prosecution, 
as per Seel ion 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation. 

SECTION 4.4 

Individual members or the SEWACA.JUA rnrest Community '"'ho vio late the Amended CRL 
Regulation may also be subject to sanctions by the r DA and the criminal justice system, as per 

ection 1.8 of the Amended CRL Regulation. 

SECTION 4.5 

All such sanctions shall be consistent with the lue process of law, as enshrined in the 
Constitution and statutes o!' Liberi a. In keeping with Section 1.9 of the Amended CRL 
Regulation, a person or community subjected lo s nctions may challenge the decision of the 
FDA or CFMB in a court of competent jurisdiction . 

ARTICLE 5: ALTERATIO N OF THE COMM U ITV FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 

SECTION 5.1 

The Authorized rorest Community shal l freely dete1mine how its forest resources are managed. 
The Authorized Forest Community's decision as o how it manages its forest resources is 
represented in the CFMP, which together with th CFMA es tab li shes a legally enforceable 
framework . 

SECTION 5.2 

The Authorized Forest Community has the right to lter its CrM P. However, all such alterations 
shall be made using the procedures here established, and in conformity with all other established 
legal and teclmical requirements. 

SECTION 5.3 

If the Authorized Forest Community dec ides to ubslantively alter the previously approved 
CFMP, a new plan sha ll be submitted to , and app1 ved by, the FDA. A substantive alteration 
includes, but is not limited to: 

(a) Changes to the way an area of forest resour cs within the Community Forest, which has 
already been 7oned under the CFMI', is to be u sed~ 

(b) Changes to the si7.e of a zoned area of forest csources within the Community Forest: 

(c) Any expansion or commercial or agricultur I activities, not already envisaged under the 
CFMP; 

(d) An) expansion or wnservation ac ti viti<.:s \\here it unduly restricts members or the 
Authori:;ed Forest Commu11ity from usi1 1 their forest resources in pursuance of 
sustainable livelihoods. 
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SECTION 5.4 

The fo llowing procedure shall be followed when ame ding the CFMP: 

(a) The Community Assembly shall vote on whet er or not it wants to consider amending the 
CFMP. A simp le majority vote of the Comm mity Assembly shal l be required to initiate 

the process; 

(b) Following an affi rmative vote, members oft e Commun ity Assembly shall thoroughly 
discuss the issue of alte ring the CFMP, aid the proposed amendment/s, wi th their 
respective constituents; 

(c) The CFMB shall provide written notice to al towns and villages within the Autho rized 
Forest Community about the proposed amen 11ent/s. at least thirty (30) days prior to the 
Community Assembly meeting at which the 1nal vote on amending the CFMP is to be 
taken; 

(d) At the Community Assembly meeting the embers shall vote to accept or reject the 
proposed amendment to the CFMP. A two-tl irds (2/3) majority vote of the Communi ty 
Assembly is required before the CFMP can b amended ; 

(e) Following an affi rm ati ve vote. the CFMB sha I provide the FDA with written notice of its 
decision to amend the CFMP. afte r which the wo pa11ies shall work together to develop a 
new CFMP; and 

(f) Once the FDA verifies that the amende CFMP meets a ll legal and technical 
requirements. it sha ll approve the new CFMP. 

ARTICLE 6: RIGHTS AND OBLIGATION OF THE CFMB AND FDA WITH 
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL HARVESTIN OF TIMBER AND NON-TIMBER 

FOREST PRO UCTS 

SECTION 6.1 

As an Authorized Forest Commun ity. the SEW AC JUA Community Forest has the right to 
engage in the harvesting or timber and/or non-tirnb r forest products (NTFPs) for commercial 
purposes, under regulations and guidelines issued by he FDA. 

SECTION 6.2 

Before any commercial harvesting can take place. tl e /\utho rizcd Forest Community must have 
met all preliminary requirements, as per the CRL end all other relevant laws and regulations . 
This requires that the community has organized its ommunity Assembly (Section 6.4(a) of the 
CRL); the Community Assemb ly has appo inted t e Community Forest Management Body 
(Section 6.4(b) of the CRL): the Commun ity F rest Management Body has developed a 
Community Forest Management Pl an that includes t e envisaged commercial activities (Section 
6.4(c) of the C RL); the Community Forest Man gement Plan has been approved by the 
Executive Committee. the Community Assembly an the f-DA (Section 6.4 (d) of the CRL); and 
the Comm unit) Forest Management Plan is being im lernented (Section 6.4(e)) of the CRL. 

SECTION 6.3 

In keeping with the 2006 ational Forestry Reform aw ( FRL), the Ten Core Regulations and 
all other relevant laws and regul atio ns govern in Liberia's forest sector, no commercial 
harvesting of timber and NTFPs sha ll occur in a 'ommunity Forest w ithout the Authorized 
Forest Community having first met the following re uircments: 

(a) The inventory of merchantable tree species and NTFPs must have been independently 
confirmed by the FDA. in keeping with its s tutory responsibility to ensure that areas of 
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forest resources are suitable for the planned c mmercial harvesting, as per Section 4.5 of 
the FRL and Section 2.2 (g) and Chapte r 5 f the CRL; and 

(b) The Authorized Forest Community must I ave conducted an Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA), as per Section 24 (2) and ection 41 of Regulation 105-07. 

SECTION 6.4 

Once the FDA has verified that all technical and leg l requirements for the harvesting of timber 
and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes have been n et. it shall issue a written notice to proceed 
to the Authorized Forest Community, through the CFMB. Only once the Authorized Forest 
Community has received written notice to proceed f om the FDA shall the harvesting of timber 
and/or NTFPs for commercial purposes be permitted. 

SECTION 6.5 

In keeping with Section 13.5 of the NFRL, and Sect' ons I through 35 of FDA Regulation 108-
07, the Chain of Custody System shall apply to the h rvesting of timber for commercial purposes 
by the Authorized Forest Community. 

SECTION 6.6 

As established by Section 11 .6 of the Amen ed CRL Regulation , Authorized Forest 
Communities that harvest timber products for com1 ercial purposes shall pay stumpage fees in 
accordance with Regulation 107-07. 

SECTION 6.7 

SEWACAJUA Community Fo rest sha ll pay all rel vant forest product fees, as established in 
Regulation 107-07. as we ll as all taxes and/or fees fir the harvesting ofNTFPs fo r commercial 
purposes. as determined by the Liberia Revenue Autl ority, in consultation with the FDA. 

SECTION 6.8 

The FDA shal l monitor the harvesting of timber nd/or NTFPs for commercial purposes to 
ensure that all environmental standards are sati s fie , and that the Liberia Code of Harvesting 
Practices is adhered to. 

SECTION 6.9 

In addition to sanctions applied fo r failure to comp!) with the CFMA and CFMP, as established 
in Article 4 or this CFMA, the FDA may impose ena lties on Authorized Forest Community 
members under Section 20 of the FRL and Section 56 of the Env ironmenta l Protection Agency 
Act. 

ARTICLE 7: RIGHTS AND OBLIGATION OF THE CFMB AND FDA WITH 
REGARD TO COMMERCIAL ARRANG ~ MENTS WITH THIRD-PARTIES 

SECTION 7.1 

The CFMB. as the representati ve of the Authorized Forest Community in commercial matters, 
may negoti ate com mercial agreements with third-p ·t ies . in conformity with ex ist ing legal and 
technical standards. 
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SECTION 7.2 

Before a commercial agreement between an Authori ed Forest Community and a third-party can 
be signed, the FDA shall first review and approve it as per Section 10.5 of the Amended CRL 

Regulation . 

SECTION 7.3 

If, following review, the FDA determines that the proposed commercial agreement does not 
conform to best industry practices. or does not offer air market price for the community's forest 
resources, the FDA shall advise the community on 1 ow the commercial agreement needs to be 
amended before it can be approved. The Cornmunit Forest Management Body and Executive 
Committee of the Community Assembly shall hear he advice of the FDA, and attest that they 
have recei ved and understood the advice provided . 

SECTION 7.4 

The FDA shall review, determine whether or not to a prove the proposed commercial agreement 
and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the co mercial agreement needs to be amended 
within fifteen (15) working days of the commercial greement being submitted . If the FDA fails 
to review, officially approve and, if appropriate, prov de advice on how the proposed commercial 
agreement needs to be amended within fifteen (15) orking days of submission, the community 
may either provide the FDA with more time to corn lete the review of the proposed commercial 
agreement, or it may consider the requirement r revi ew and approval of the proposed 
commercial agreement satisfied. 

ARTICLE 8: EFFECTIVITY LENGTH 1 NEW AL AND TERMINATION 

SECTION 8.1 

This CFMA shall take effect upon signing by the C MB and the FDA and shall be valid for a 
period of not more than 15 years. One year prior to tl e expiration of this CFMA, the CFMB shall 
submit a written request to the FDA to renew the CF A for an additional fifteen ( 15) year term. 
The CFMA can be renewed as man y times as the Aut orized Forest Community would like. 

SECTION 8.2 

Approval to a request to renew the CFMA shall be ranted only once the FDA has verified that 
the Authorized Forest Community is in compliance with all legal and technical requirements. 
Where the FDA determines that the Authorized For t Community is not in compliance, it shall 
inform the Authorized forest Community in writin of the reasons. Only once the Authorized 
Forest Community has addressed these issues shall tl FDA approve the renewal of the CFMA. 

SECTION 8.3 

The FDA shall approve the request for renewal at least sixty (60) days prior to the expiration 
date of the CFMA. If the FDA does not provide a re ponse to the request to renew the CFMA at 
least 60 days prior to its expiration date. th1..: CFMA shall be renewed automatically for another 
fifteen (15) year period. 

SECTION 8.4 

The CFMA may be terminated prior to the expirati n date based on one or more conditions as 
follows : 
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(a) Written agreement between the CFMB. at le st two-thirds of the Community Assembly 
members, and the FDA; 

(b) The Government of Liberia decides to exe cise its power of eminent domain over a 
community forest, or a part thereof. Where the Government of Liberia makes such a 
decision. it shall comply with the const tutionally established procedure for the 
expropriation of private property, which. at a minimum. shall require that reasons for the 
expropriation are given: that there is prom t payment of just compensation; that the 
community is ab le to challenge the Governm nt 's decision to expropriate the community 
forest, or part thereof, or the compensation o ered; and that when the Government ceases 
to use the comm unity forest, or decides n t to use it for the purpose for which the 
community forest was expropriated, rights o r the community forest shall be returned to 
the community. 

ARTICLE 9: DISPUTE RESOLUT ON AND ADJUDICATION 

SECTION 9.1 

Disputes between the Authorized Forest Commun ty and the FDA over this CFMA, which 
cannot be resolved, shall be mediated by a qualifie individual agreeable to both parties. Both 
parties have the right to retain legal counsel throughout this process . 

SECTION 9.2 

Where mediation fai ls to resolve the dispute. the p rties shall submit to arbitration, under the 
procedures established in the Arbitration Laws of iberia. as found in Chapter 64 of the Civil 
Procedure Law. Both parties have the right to retain I gal counsel throughout this process. 

SECTION 9.3 

Alternatively, the Authorized Forest Community o · FDA may forego arbitration in favor of 
review by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, WE HAVE HEREU TO AFFIXED OUR SIGNATURES ON 
THEDA Y AND DATE FIRST MENTIONED A OYE 

For: The Forestry Development Authority 

97ys/&i? 
WITNESS I y: 

arlingto S. Tuagben 
Managing Director, 

Forestry Development Authority 

For: The SEWACAJUA AUTHORJZED FORES COMMUNlTY 

y: 
Alfred N. Toteh 
Chairperson 

SEW ACAJUA CFMB 
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App roved: ~=---~:..+---__,_L__--,1-=~::::...=~==--t~~~...,,:.._<-->..:...=~/ os. i;;::-
r. Mary I urene Browne, 

Chairperson, Board of Direct 
Forestry Deve lopment Authorit 

lO 

(FDA ) 


