










(a) Changes 10 1he way an aren or J()rcsl resources wi1hin 1hc Co1nmuni1y fo rest. wh ich has 
al ready been zoned under the Cl' MP. is lo be· used: 

{b) Clwngt:s lu the size ur a 1.oncd an.:(-l o !'forcsl w i thi11 thl'. Communi ty f·\rn,!SL 

(c) Any expansion of cqmmerc ial or agricultural no1 already envisaged under the 
CFMP; 

(d) Any expansion or conscrvai ion ac1 ivi 1ies where it r11tduly res tric1s ntcmbcrs of 1hc 
1\uthori1.ed Forest ( 'ornmunity from using t!i1.:ir f'nrL'S\ rcsourLTS in pur sw111Cl' ol" 

Iii cl ihomls 

FCT ION 5.4 

'he following proced ure shal l be followed when amending lhe CFM P: 

(a) The Comm unity /\sscmbly sh<1ll vote 011 nr not it \\ants In nrnsider arnrnding 1hc 
(:f'M P. A , irnpk 111ajt>ri t) 1ute· or tile· Ct>1ll ntunit1 /\ssrn1bh slwll he required tu 11titiatc 
the process: 

(b) Followi ng an anirnrn1ive vote, mem bers of the Comnnunity Assembly shall thoroughly 
discuss the issue of altering the CFMP, and the puoposed arnendrnen1/s, wi1h 1heir 
respective constituents; 

(c) The CFM B shal l provide writ1en no1ice 10 all !owns a11d villages wi1hin 1he Authori /.cd 
Forest Commun it y about 1hc prnposcd <1111cndmcnus. at kas1 1hin) (10) da)S prior tu the 
Co111111uni1y Assembly rnce1ing al which lhl· !I na! vote on <1111cnding 1he CFMP is to be 
taken; 

\d) 1\1 1he Corn111 un i1y Assembly meeting the members shall vole 10 accepl or reject 1he 
proposed amendment 10 the CFMI'. A lwo-thirds (2/J) ,majority vote of 1hc Community 
Asse111bly is required before the CFMP can he a111e·ndcd : 

(t') 1:o llowi ng an arlirnwti vc vote, !he-( TM H sha ll p1'<ll·idc the 1:DA "illt wri11e·11 no1icc u l' i1s 
decis ion to amend the CT MI'. a!'tcr ll'hich 1he 11vo panics slwl l \\Ork 1oge1hcr 10 develop a 
new CFMP; and 

(I) Once the FDA verili es 1ha1 the amended CFMP rnee1s all legal and 1echnical 
requirements, it shall approve 1he new CFMP. 

ARTICL E 6: RIGHTS AND 011LICATIONS O F T HE CFIVI B AND FDA WITH 
REGARD TO COIVl lVI ERCIAL llA RVESTI NC O F TllY(BER ANO 

FOREST PRODUCTS 

6.1 

s an Authorizc:cl Foresl Co1111nuni1y. the GA RWI N 1-'orest has the right lu cngagt· 
1he harvest ing 01· timber and/or non-1i111 her rares t products (N-IT l's) lor contrnercial purposes. 

icie r rcgulaiions and guidelines issued by the FDA. 

6.2 

any co111111crcial harvcs1ing can take place. the Au1horizc-0I 1:orcst Co111 111uni1y must have 
e1· all preliminary requ ire111en1s. as per 1he CRL. and all olher relevant laws and regu lations. 
iis requi res 1hat the conYmunity has organiz'd its Community Assembly (Section 6.4(a) or 1he 

1hc Corn111 uni1y Assembly has appointed the Community Forest Management 13ody 
cction or the CRl. ): the Community Fores1 Managemen1 Body has developed a 
rn11rn11111y Forest Manage111rn1 Pl an tha1 includes the envisaged commercial ac1ivi1ies (Section 
•lcJ or the CR L): 1hc Con111H11) i1y J't)rcst Man <tgc111cn1 l'lan !ms been approved by 1he 
cecutive Cornm i11ee. lhe Cornmu ni1y Assembly nnd 1he 1:D/\ (Sec1io11 6.4 (dJ ol'the C' Rl.) : ancl 

Cornmuni1y Fores t Managernenl Plan is being implc111cn1ed (Section 6.·l(c)) ol'tlw CRL .. 

ff 8 )(,. , 
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ECTION.6.J 

1keeping1.1i1h the 2006 National l'mcstr1 l!c•lorn1 I.cm (Nl ·l\l .). thc len Core RcgJJlmiuns and 
ll other relevant laws and n:gulation:-i gun~rn ing I .i lx:ri<I · s t'or!..'.sl sector. nu t..:ummerc:inl 
arvesting or timber and NTl-'l's shall occur in a C:o111muni1y l'nrest without the /\u thoriz<:d 
orcs1 Community having lirst met the lo/ lowing- requirements: 

(a) The inventory ol' merchantable tree species and NTFPs must lrnve been independently 
confirmed by the FDA. in keeping wi1h its statutory rcsponsibili tv to ensure that areas or 
forest r<:sm11·ccs arc suiwbk lor the planned rn111111ere1al h,JJ1e>ting. ol> per Section ~.5 111' 

the Nl'RL. and Section :!.2 (!o?) and Chapter 5 ui'thc CRI. cJJ1d 

(h) The /\uthorized Forest Communi ty must have rnJHjucted an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA}, as per Section 24 (2) and Section 41 or Regulation l 05-07. 

RCTION 6.4 

1nce illl' l'Di\ has vcrilied tlla t all tc·clrnre<rl and kgal rcqui1c·n1cnh li1r the h;1nc·sti11g lli' timber 
1clior NTl' i's !or rn111 1nerci <rl purposc·s ha1c· been 111c1. it sh<rl l iS>JJe a 11ri11e11 nutice l1J proceed 
l ihc· f\uthllri7.ed Forcsi Co111111u11ity, through the Cl .. Mll. Only once the Authoriced Forest 
0111111uni1y has received wri 11cn notice 10 proceed li'orn the 1:0A shall the harvest ing of timber 
1d/or NTFPs !'or comtllercial purposes be permit ted. 

ECT ION 6.5 

t keeping with Section 13.5 or the NFRL and Sections I through 15 01· FDA Regulation 108-
7. the Chain ofCuslody System shall apply 10 the harvesting ui'timbcr for comtllercial purroses 
y the Authorized Forest Community. 

ECT IO ' 6.6 

s established by Section 11.6 oi' the Amended CR!. Regula1io11.1\uihori1.ecl l'orest Communities 
rat harvest limber products l'or commerclal purpost's shall pa) slum page fees in acwrdanec "i th 
egula1ion I 07-07. 

ECTl ON 6.7 

trlhmr1l0 d J·orcsl Co111 11tuni1ies shal l pay all rdeqrnt l(iresl prnduct !Ces. us established in 
cgul<11ion 107-07, <1s wdl as a ll taxes and/or fees J'or the lrnn·~sting of N' l l'Ps for eommcrcial 
.1rposes. as determined by the Liberia Revenue /\uthorit ) . in consultation" ith the l'D/\. 

ECTION 6.8 

he FDA shall rnoni1or the harvesting or limber ant.I/or Nll· Ps fo r co111111crcial purposes to 
isure that all environ111ental standards me sat islied. and ihHI thr I .iberia Code or I larves1ing 
~a\..'.tices is <1dh~ri.:!d lo. 

ECT ION 6.9 

r addition to sanctions ~pp l ied fo r fa ilure to comply with 1he CFMA and CFMP, as established 
Article 4 oi' this CFMA, 1he FDA may impose penalties on Authorized forest Comrnunity 

embers under Section 20 ol' the NJ-' RI and Section 56 ol' the Env iron111L'nt<1 l Protection Agrncy 
Cl. 

A ll'J'I C LE 7: IH (;J l'J'S AN D OBLIGATIO NS O F TJIE CFMl3 A D FDA WIT ll 
REGA RD TO COMM ERCIAL ARRANGEME 'TS WITH TH ll~D-PArff l ES 

F.CTlON 7. 1 

.,,. CTMl3, as the rL'prcsc11ta ti VL' ut' the 1\uthoriLc'd I orL'St Cu1n111c111it) in eornrnercial matters. 
ay neg.otiat~ comrn~rcia l ~'gre~me1ll:-. \\.ilh th ird-parti~ s . in 1..:onroi-;1111::. \\ llh i:.,isting h.:1~nl and 
ehnical st:111da rds. 



 

lf:CTION 7.2 

klt>rc a cnrnmcrcial a~rcc111c111 hcl\.\CCll an l\u1hori1ed l'ores1 Commun it)' and a third-party can 
•C signed. the 1:1)!\ shal I lirsl 1·c, ic\-\ and apprm c it. <ls rer Sect ion I U 5 or the Amended CR I. 
~egulation. 

iECTION 7.3 

r. following review, the FDA determines that the proposed cornmerci"I agreement docs not 
L1nJ(1n11 to hL'Sl indust ry praciices. or dL)L''.-. not ol°ll:r l'::tlr rn~1rkl·t price for the co1nrnunity's forest 
:'SOlll"\..'l':-.. thl' j."l)i\ shnl l lH.lV i.SL' 1h1 .. : c..:ommu11it) llll llll\.\ illL' L'O!lll1ll..'l'Ci~ll dg/"CClllL'Jll lltL'dS 10 hl' 
111e1H.kd before it can be appn)\cd. rl1c Curn111u11il) hnL'Sl Mun~tgl'mL'lll J3od) and l·:xccutive 
·0111mi11ce or the Community /\sscrnbly shall hear the advice 01· the FDA, and a11est 1ha1 they 
ave received and unclcrstood the advice provided. 

ECTION 7.4 

he FJ);\ shall rl'\ il'\\. ck1crmi11L' wlk'lhcr Dr not tu appro\l' the pn.JpL)Sl'd cornmcn.:ial ~1gn.::c-111en1 
nd . i r appropriate:. provide advice on how the commercial agreement needs to be amended 
'ithin fifteen ( 15) working clays of the commerci<il agreement being submitted. If the FDA fails 
'review, officially approve and, if appropriate, provide advice on how the proposed commercial 
~reernent needs to be amended within fifteen (15) working di\ys of submission. the community 
1ay either provide the FDA with more time to complete ihe re;view of the proposed commercial 
~reerncnt, or it may crn1sidcr 1he requirement /Or review and npproval of the propos1...·d 
>mmerci"l agreement sati sfi~·d. 

AlrflCLE 8: EFFl~CT IYITY, LI<:NCTll, RENEW AC AND TlmMINATION 

l~CTION 8. 1 

his CF.-MA slrnl l take e!Tecl upon signing b) the CFMl.l and ihe J.'J)/\ u11d shall be· valid J(1r" 
!rind ol'no1 more than 15 years. One ycJl'prior to the expira1ion oi"1his C.TMA. thc CFMB shall 
1bmi1 a wrillt'n request 10 the FDA 10 renew the C'FMA for an additional li lken (15) year trnn. 
he CFMA can be renewed as many times as the AuthoriLed Forest Community would like. 

ECTION 8.2 

ppruval 10 a request 10 renew the CFMA shall be granted onl~ once the r:DA has veriliccl 1ha1 
e Authorized Foresl Community is in compliance with all legal and technical requircmt:nts. 
"here the FDA determ ines that the Authorized Forest Community is no! in compliance, it shall 
form the Authorized Forest Community in writing of the reasons. Only once the Authorized 
1res1 Con1111uni1y lrns addressed these issues shall the FDA approw the renewal or the CFM1\. 

cCTION 8.3 

1e FD/\ shall approve the request J<ir renewal at least six1y (ti>O) days prior lu the c.xpiratiun 
1c of"the CFMA. If the FDA docs not provide a response to the request to renew the CHYIA at 

1s1 60 days prior to its expi ration date, !he CFMA shall be ren;ewed automatical ly for another 
ieen ( 15) year period. 

•:C'JION 8.4 

!C CrMA may be termi nated prior 10 th~ C'.\piral ion dmc b:iscd on Otlt' l)r lllOl'I..' co11ditin11s ~ls 
I lows: 

(a) Written agreeme111 between the CFMB, at least two-thirds of the Community Assembly 
members. and the J-.'!)A: 

(b) !"he Government 01· I. 1beria decides to exercise its power or eminent domain over a 
community forest. or a pan thereor. Where the Citl\ crnmcnl or Liberia makes such a 

deoi;im•. d '""" C<>mply wid• dw "''"'""";P~"" ,;,, ''" 




