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Quick Translation:

lllegal Timber Trade Is Widely Practiced in Some Provinces

Based on the report by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, in February, the Forest
Inspection Unit in Xiengkhuang, Huaphan, Vientiane, Khammuan, Savannakhet and
Saravan provinces, took action to investigate illegal logging and its movement and could

seize 6,489 pieces (ﬁU), worth more than 468,000 m? and confiscated 5 trucks. In

addition, the authority prosecuted 31 cases related to those evading forest resources
illegally.
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Forestry regulations campaign held in Sangthong VT23Feb15_P4
Sangthong district, Vientiane recently held an agriculture and forestry
management regulation campaign for local farmers in Yayna Chaleun
village.

It aimed to cultivate more understanding for farmers about the
maintenance of forestry and wild animals, especially encouraging
farmers not to destroy forests for agriculture production.

In the campaign, the officials also reported on forestry protection works.
They have organised work teams to survey high risk areas, especially
border areas linking to Hinheup district in Vientiane province.

This vicinity was the preferred area for the unlawtul clearing of forests
for agriculture production and also illegal logging.

Officials have arrested wrongdoers i 35 past cases and also seized
many items of timber, wood products and other equipment.
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How do you feel about the illegal timber trade in Laos_VT18Feb15_P25

The illegal trade in timber topped all cases of economic crime uncovered in 2014 by the economic police. Some 169 cases investigated
involved the illicit trade in timber. The losses were estimated at some 83 billion kip but only 5.9 billion kip was recovered along with
almost 38,000 lengths of wood and 1,600 unprocessed logs. One might assume the amount of timber actually cut was considerably
more.Vientiane Times reporters asked some people for their thoughts on the illegal timber trade.

Patithin Phetmeuangphuan

M‘ Sengmany Vixaiyalath,

a businesswoman
in Sikhottabong district,
Vientiane: As I'm a person
who lives in Laos, I'm not
happy when I’m hearing

about the illegal timber
trade topping the list of
crimes in Laos. This is

a responsibility of the
government that they
should resolve. As we are

seeing, Laos is experiencing
increasing problems

with climate change and
environmental issues such
as erosion. This has a lot

to do with the loss of the
forests. So I would like to
call on the authorities to pay
more attention to combating
this problem.

Mr Vanpaseuth from
Hadxaifong district,
Vientiane: Hearing that the
illegal trade timber topped
the list of all economic
crimes uncovered in 2014,
well this means that the
authorities were good at
carrying out their duties.
However, it also means the
regulations are not good
enough and that’s why there
are many illegal timber
businesses in Laos. As we
know, many people say that
the illegal timber trade is a
good way to get rich quick
and many people would
like to try their hand at it.
So it’s very important that

the regulations should be
stronger. On the other hand,
this problem happens because
some of the authorities
provide convenience for the
smugglers.

Ms Boulom, a government
employee in Sisattanak
district, Vientiane: 1 often
hear that the police have
discovered illegal wood

in Laos, especially in the
areas close to neighbouring
countries as they want to sell
it overseas.

This 1s big problem that the
authorities should pay more
attention to because the
forests and big trees in Laos
have disappeared rapidly and
soon there may be none left if
the authorities don’t do more.
There are many protected
forest areas in Laos but I
don’t think they actually have
too many big trees in them.

I don’t know how often the
authorities go to check or
what they do when they find

out some trees have been cut.

We often see people arrested
but normally they are only the
little players. Many people
have information on these
matters but they will not

talk because they think the
authorities are complicit.

My Thong Siththichan
Jfrom Xaybouly district,
Savannakhet province:

I’m only human so I cannot
do anything about this
problem. I would only like
to call on the authorities
who are responsibility to
ask themselves why it’s a
problem in Laos.

Now I'm thinking Laos
might still have some big
and expensive trees because
I hear about people cutting
wood every day but they
must be far away where most

cars and trucks cannot reach
because you don’t see many
from the roads.

The authorities should try to
protect the forest and trees we
still have and enforce strict
regulations to prevent the
illegal trade.

Mr Souksamboun a resident
of Sisattanak: Well, whatever
the police detected must be

a fraction of the problem.
Sure it is hard to protect the
forests effectively when they
are so large and remote but if
you drive some of the roads to
the nation’s borders the issue

is there for all to see. There are
only so many roads leaving
Laos it shouldn’t be too hard to
tighten up policing there. What
happens to all the confiscated
timber? If it was sold in China
for its market rate and all

that money put into forest
protection and border checks
surely the forest losses could be
stemmed. With the money that
some of these trees are worth
you could pay a small army of
police and forest rangers and
pay them properly as well.
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Illegal timber trade tops 2014 economic police cases_VT17Feb15_P2

Times Reporters

The illegal trade in timber topped all cases
uncovered in 2014 by the economic police or
police in charge of economic-case affairs, an
official report showed.

In 2014, the economic police registered
391 illegal cases nationwide including 169 that
involved the illegal trade of timber, which made
it top of the list.

Fraud in relation to citizens’ assets was the
runner up with 124 cases recorded over the year,
according to a local newspaper published by the
Ministry of Public Security.

The 391 total saw a drop of 36 compared to
the total cases registered in 2013, according to
the newspaper, citing a report presented at the
annual meeting of the economic police held
last week.

Over the last year, 98 accused people
involved in the cases were detained including
27 females.

Of the total cases, 305 were completely
resolved. Of the 169 involving timber, 160
were successfully addressed. Some 76 cases
involving fraud of citizens’ assets were also
completely resolved.

Total loss in cash amounted to more than
83.1 billion kip. In addition, 646 mobile phones,
13 vehicles and other objects were seized.

But only just over 5.9 billion kip of the lost
cash was recovered along with 37,392 lengths
of processed wood and 1,681 logs.

Illegal trade in timber has topped economic

[Similar article is shown below in Lao]

cases in recent years, despite the government’s
efforts to address the issue.

In 2013, some 257 cases involving the illegal
trading of timber were discovered, topping the
year’s list of fraud or economic-related cases.

The 2014 report highlights the fact that
illegal trading and logging continues to be a
pressing problem in Laos.

It has been reported that illegal logging
in Laos is being spurred on by neighbouring
countries’ timber demand. Most commonly
smuggled timbers are rosewood and other
hardwoods, due to their high value.

China 1s one of the major consumers of
timber in the region, importing a large amount
from Mekong countries including Laos.

The New York Times recently quoted the
London-based Environmental Investigation
Agency (EIA) as saying that from 2000-13,
China imported a total of 3.5 million cubic
metres of hongmu [redwood] timber. It said
nearly half of China’s hongmu imports since
2000 — amounting to 1,666,471 cubic metres
valued at nearly US$2.4 billion — came from
the Mekong region.

A senior forestry official who asked not
be named said there were several ways illegal
loggers operate, including hiring villagers to cut
down trees and sell them to traders .

In many cases these illegal activities
are facilitated by or directly involve corrupt
government officials. Some traders spend a lot of
money hiring officials to facilitate the movement
of timber from forests to other provinces.
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During the fiscal year 2013-2014, Savannakhet Forest Inspection Unit seized illegal
timber for the amount of 2,963 m3, reported by Mr. Khamma Xaysombath,

Savannakhet Forest Inspection Unit Head
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Furniture traders seek more overseas markets VT9Feb15 P10

——

Some of the ornate furniture on show at Lao-ITECC.

Furniture traders seek
more overseas markets

Times Reporters

raders of furniture

products are

concerned that their

businesses will not
continue to grow this year
if they don’t have more
opportunities to increase
exports.

The furniture industry
considers it has the potential
to grow over the next two
years with the coming into
being of the Asean Economic
Community at the end of this
year, which it sees as a good
opportunity to increase exports
within the region.

But a representative of
Khamphone Furniture, Ms
Mimee, said recently that
furniture traders don’t have the
chance to exhibit their products
at enough fairs at home and

overseas.

She explained that furniture
makers are able to show their
goods once a year at the Wood
and Furniture Exhibition at
Lao-ITECC in Vientiane,
which took place last month,
but that was not sufficient.

There are several small
traders selling quality furniture
but they lack the means to
exhibit their goods overseas.

She said that furniture
sales grew steadily last year
compared to 2013 and the trend
was expected to continue this
year, so she hoped the Lao
Furniture Association would be
willing to help furniture traders
gain greater access to overseas
markets.

The association should hold
exhibitions more frequently or
set up a centre for furniture
traders to show and promote

their products to attract buyers,
both locals and expats living
in Laos.

Ms Mimee believed
this would help some small
furniture traders to be able to
survive.

She noted at the recent
exhibition at Lao-ITECC there
were more visitors showing
interest in her furniture and that
of other traders, which suggests
that the quality of Lao furniture
means it can be successfully
exported as well as expand into
the local market.

“At present small furniture
traders can produce more than
enough goods to sell both at
home and within the region,
but they lack the chance to go
further overseas, so they are
asking the association to aid
them in expanding into new
markets.”
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European Parliament Report on Forest Strategy must address risks for

forests
[EU Forest Watch — Issue 199]

The European Parliament (EP) plans an own-initiative report on the Commission’s 2013 EU
Forest Strategy which has the potential to steer EU policy debates relating to forests, notably on
the implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives, use of wood for energy purposes and
sustainable forest management (SFM). The rapporteur is Elisabeth Kdstinger MEP.

According to a leaked draft Commission work programme, the Commission is likely to prioritise
these three issues in 2015, and may develop related legislative proposals. The Kdstinger report is
an opportunity to push for effective action; therefore in November 2014, FERN, the European
Environmental Bureau (EEB) and Birdlife published a briefing requesting that the report
emphasises the need for effective implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directive and call for
EU funds to support this implementation.

As the EU 2030 climate and energy package, adopted in October 2014, requires the EU to
increase its renewable energy target from 20 to 27 per cent, most of which will come from
biomass, the NGOs hope that the Késtinger report will trigger debate about how to protect
forests from this rapidly increasing demand. EU imports of wood pellets are expected to grow
between 600 and 1100 per cent, bringing imports up to 15-30 million tonnes by 2020. To
promote efficient use of wood as a resource, an EU bioenergy policy must ensure wood used
comes mainly from available residues and end-of-life products.

The report is an opportunity to stress that sustainable forest management does not adequately
address the risks for forests coming from the ever-increasing demand for woody biomass. An EU
biomass policy that is based on what forests can sustainably supply is required. The
Parliamentary Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development is expected to discuss a first
draft of the own-initiative report in early 2015. This must not be an opportunity lost.
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http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/forest/strategy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/forest/strategy/index_en.htm

Tackling Illegal logging: Slow, but still progress
[EU Forest Watch — Issue 199]

As part of its Indicators of Illegal Logging and Related Trade project, UK think-tank Chatham
House is issuing a series of reports that examines illegal logging in producer, processing and
consumer countries. These provide an update to a report, published in 2010, which found that
illegal logging had declined by almost a quarter in the previous decade.

The recent assessment found that in consumer countries, notably France, Japan, the Netherlands,
the UK and the United States, both the government and private sector have driven efforts to rein
in illegal imports of wood products. Resources devoted to enforcement of the EU Timber
Regulation are insufficient, while US legislation would benefit from stronger implementation
procedures. In Japan, the fact that measures are voluntary limits the government’s ability to
restrict illegal imports.

Producer countries have also made definite, if slow, progress in improving forest governance and
addressing illegal logging. VPAs with the EU have pushed improvements in Ghana and
Indonesia regarding clarification of legislation, community participation and transparency.
Brazil’s progress is slowing; difficulties surround resources for enforcement, complexity of
legislation and an inadequate timber-tracking system that permits timber-laundering. Laos is only
at the outset of efforts to tackle illegal logging. In all countries, corruption remains a problem,
and powerful agriculture, mining and infrastructure development interests continue to threaten
the gains made.

Four more reports will be published in the coming months, on Cameroon, China, Malaysia and
Vietnam; a final synthesis report is due in March 2015.
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http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/illegal-logging-and-related-trade-reponse-lao-pdr

