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Quick Translation: 

Illegal Timber Trade Is Widely Practiced in Some Provinces 

Based on the report by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, in February, the Forest 

Inspection Unit in Xiengkhuang, Huaphan, Vientiane, Khammuan, Savannakhet and 

Saravan provinces, took action to investigate illegal logging and its movement and could 

seize 6,489 pieces (ຕບັ), worth more than 468,000 m3 and confiscated 5 trucks. In 

addition, the authority prosecuted 31 cases related to those evading forest resources 

illegally.  
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Quick Translation: 

During the fiscal year 2013-2014, Savannakhet Forest Inspection Unit seized illegal 

timber for the amount of 2,963 m3, reported by Mr. Khamma Xaysombath, 

Savannakhet Forest Inspection Unit Head 
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European Parliament Report on Forest Strategy must address risks for 

forests 
[EU Forest Watch – Issue 199] 

 

The European Parliament (EP) plans an own-initiative report on the Commission’s 2013 EU 

Forest Strategy which has the potential to steer EU policy debates relating to forests, notably on 

the implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives, use of wood for energy purposes and 

sustainable forest management (SFM). The rapporteur is Elisabeth Köstinger MEP. 

According to a leaked draft Commission work programme, the Commission is likely to prioritise 

these three issues in 2015, and may develop related legislative proposals. The Köstinger report is 

an opportunity to push for effective action; therefore in November 2014, FERN, the European 

Environmental Bureau (EEB) and Birdlife published a briefing requesting that the report 

emphasises the need for effective implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directive and call for 

EU funds to support this implementation. 

As the EU 2030 climate and energy package, adopted in October 2014, requires the EU to 

increase its renewable energy target from 20 to 27 per cent, most of which will come from 

biomass, the NGOs hope that the Köstinger report will trigger debate about how to protect 

forests from this rapidly increasing demand. EU imports of wood pellets are expected to grow 

between 600 and 1100 per cent, bringing imports up to 15-30 million tonnes by 2020. To 

promote efficient use of wood as a resource, an EU bioenergy policy must ensure wood used 

comes mainly from available residues and end-of-life products. 

The report is an opportunity to stress that sustainable forest management does not adequately 

address the risks for forests coming from the ever-increasing demand for woody biomass. An EU 

biomass policy that is based on what forests can sustainably supply is required. The 

Parliamentary Committee for Agriculture and Rural Development is expected to discuss a first 

draft of the own-initiative report in early 2015. This must not be an opportunity lost. 
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Tackling Illegal logging: Slow, but still progress 
[EU Forest Watch – Issue 199] 

As part of its Indicators of Illegal Logging and Related Trade project, UK think-tank Chatham 

House is issuing a series of reports that examines illegal logging in producer, processing and 

consumer countries. These provide an update to a report, published in 2010, which found that 

illegal logging had declined by almost a quarter in the previous decade. 

The recent assessment found that in consumer countries, notably France, Japan, the Netherlands, 

the UK and the United States, both the government and private sector have driven efforts to rein 

in illegal imports of wood products. Resources devoted to enforcement of the EU Timber 

Regulation are insufficient, while US legislation would benefit from stronger implementation 

procedures. In Japan, the fact that measures are voluntary limits the government’s ability to 

restrict illegal imports. 

Producer countries have also made definite, if slow, progress in improving forest governance and 

addressing illegal logging. VPAs with the EU have pushed improvements in Ghana and 

Indonesia regarding clarification of legislation, community participation and transparency. 

Brazil’s progress is slowing; difficulties surround resources for enforcement, complexity of 

legislation and an inadequate timber-tracking system that permits timber-laundering. Laos is only 

at the outset of efforts to tackle illegal logging. In all countries, corruption remains a problem, 

and powerful agriculture, mining and infrastructure development interests continue to threaten 

the gains made. 

Four more reports will be published in the coming months, on Cameroon, China, Malaysia and 

Vietnam; a final synthesis report is due in March 2015. 

 

^ TOP 

 

http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/illegal-logging-and-related-trade-indicators-global-response
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/trade-illegal-timber-response-france
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/trade-illegal-timber-response-japan
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/trade-illegal-timber-response-netherlands
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/trade-illegal-timber-response-uk
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/trade-illegal-timber-response-united-states
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/illegal-logging-and-related-trade-response-ghana
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/illegal-logging-and-related-trade-response-indonesia
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/illegal-logging-and-related-trade-response-brazil
http://www.illegal-logging.info/content/illegal-logging-and-related-trade-reponse-lao-pdr

