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Announcements: 
 

Free Online Course on Environmental Justice 
The University of East Anglia (UEA) is organizing a free *online course on environmental 
justice*.The course aims to increase understanding on how environmental change affects 
people, and how we can work together for justice in environmental management. The course 
considers environmental challenges such as climate change, deforestation and biodiversity loss. 
Inscriptions are now open for a session starting on 30 March 2015. 
 
*Duration*: The course lasts for ten weeks and there are around 4 hours of lessons per week. 
 
*Where*: FutureLearn Platform  
<https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/environmental-justice> 
 
*For whom*: The course is designed for people who are already working on environmental 
problems or are familiar with environmental issues. It seeks to address environmentalists 
around the world. 
*More information*: please visit our course website  
<https://www.uea.ac.uk/study/short-courses/online-learning/environmental-justice>. 
 
In addition, the UEA is offering a number of *short courses to professionals* during summer 
2015. The course on Climate change will take place 29 June – 4 July 2015: 
<https://www.uea.ac.uk/international-development/dev-co/professional-training/climate-
change-and-development>  
 
The course on Forest governance will be held between 24 August – 4 September 2015: 
<https://www.uea.ac.uk/international-development/dev-co/professional-training/forest-
governance> . 
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Trade of rosewood from Madagascar to China  
Please also find a link on the trade of rosewood from Madagascar to China, published in the 
French newspaper “Le Monde”. Vietnam and Laos are cited. The article is in French though: 
http://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2015/01/24/bolabola-le-bois-qui-
saigne_4562855_3244.html 
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Quick Translation: 

Ms. Thipphachanh Voravongsinouan, a 47-year entrepreneur in Phone Village, Lamam District, Xekong 

Province, could now earn more than 1 billion Lao Kip annual from wood handicraft, after a long years of 

hardship. With financial and technical support from the government, her small business could secure 

raw materials, particularly un-usable wood, from authorized factories and villagers and produce a range 

of products such as furniture, wood crafts and souvenirs, for both domestic and international markets. 
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Indonesian indigenous groups look to tourists to protect forests 

9 January 2015  

 

(Reuters) - Indonesian indigenous communities launched a project on Friday to encourage 

foreign tourism in ancestral forests to slow the advance of logging operations and palm oil 

plantations. 

The GreenIndonesia non-governmental organization, working with six indigenous groups, 

said the plan would ease poverty, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and diversify from 

traditional forest-based incomes such as weaving. 

"We're trying to draw tourists to areas ofIndonesia where communities are working to 

preserve their land and ... show how they are helping to prevent forests from being lost," 

Chandra Kirana, head of GreenIndonesia, said. 

The project was inspired by similar initiatives in the Amazon region of Latin America, she 

said at a tourism exhibition in Oslo. 

Raymundus Remang, head of the Sui Utuk community in West Kalimantan, said the 

villagers, who have preserved 9,000 hectares (22,000 acres) of forest from illegal logging 

and palm oil expansion, would welcome more visitors. Tourists could stay in the 

community's vast longhouse, where about 250 people live. 

"Everyone in the village has the same feeling of having to protect the forest because it comes 

from our ancestors," he told Reuters via an interpreter. 

Indonesia has lost vast tracts of forests in recent years, threatening the livelihoods of forest 

peoples as well as endangered creatures such as orangutans and Sumatran tigers. 

Indonesian Environment and Forestry Minister Siti Nurbaya Bakar endorsed the eco-

tourism project and said the government of President Joko Widodo, who took office in 

October, was working on a decree recognising the rights of indigenous groups. 

GreenIndonesia's Kirana said she hoped the initiative would draw hundreds, perhaps 

thousands, of tourists in a first year. She added the communities would seek ways to limit 

the extra stresses on fragile ecosystems from more visitors. 

(Reporting By Alister Doyle; Editing by Sam Wilkin) 

[http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/01/09/us-environment-indonesia-

idUSKBN0KI1QZ20150109] 
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