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FOR THE NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY INVOLVED IN POLITICAL-MILITARY CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN CENTRAL AFRICA REPUBLIC (CAR)

PRESS STATEMENT ON TORTURE AND MURDER OF A MEMBER OF MEFP AND THE MASSACRE OF MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF ONE OF ITS CARETAKERS.

The NGO Maison de l'Enfant et de la femme Pygmées (House of Pygmy Women and Children, MEFP) strongly denounces all the atrocities and acts of barbarism that Central Africans are enduring.

Specifically, we utterly condemn the murder of our colleague Julius KOKASSA Bertin, and the massacre of eight members of the family of Abubakar Yamsa, caretaker of the organization.

Julius Bertin KOKASSA died on Monday 13January 2014 while on his way to a work meeting and his body was found in the morning of Tuesday 14 January, less than 60 meters from his house. It showed torture marks and the impacts of a hooked spear. Julius leaves behind a wife and seven children.

On Friday 10 January 2014, eight members of the family of Yamsa Abubakar, caretaker of MEFP’s office were massacred in cold blood by an unidentified armed group near Boyali on the road Boali. They were attempting to go to Garamboulaye and then to Cameroon to escape the fighting in Bangui. The victims included the wife of the Yamsa, four of his children, two of his sisters and his sister-in-law.

Given the heinous acts described above, the MEFP calls on the international community and all authorities and national civil and military institutions, religious as non-religious, engaged in the management of the Central African crisis to take urgent measures needed to promote the immediate restoration of peace throughout the national territory and ensure the safety of civilians and civil society.

The MEFP also calls on the international and national institutions in the field to ensure that light is shed on the tragic case of death of our colleagues and that justice is done.


Priority recipients:

- Members of the National Transitional Council Central Africa
- Office of the African Union in Central Africa
- President of the Republic of Congo Denis Sassou Nguesso , the Mediator of the Central African crisis
- General Tumenta Chomu Martin, Commander MISCA
- General Francisco Soriano, Commander of Operation Sangaris CAR
- General Babacar Gaye, Special Representative of the Secretary General of the United Nations and Head of BINUCA
- Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response
- Ms. Navi Pillay, High Commissioner of the United Nations Human Rights
- Mr. Christof Heyns , Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions
- Juan E. Méndez , Special Rapporteur on torture and other cruel , inhuman or degrading
- Organisations of national and international civil society .
- Episcopal Council of Central Africa
- Association of Evangelical Churches in Central Africa (AEEC)
- Islamic Community in CAR (CICA)
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