NATIONAL MEETING ON GHANA’S PROPOSED ENTRY INTO A VOLUNTARY PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

CIVIL SOCIETY POSITION
 
1. We are committed to Ghana’s Forest & Wildlife Policy aim of: “conservation and sustainable development of the nation’s forest and wildlife resources for maintenance of environmental quality and perpetual flow of optimum benefits to all segments of society”.  We are specifically committed to:
a. Sustainability and biodiversity; and

b. equity i.e.:
i. rural livelihoods protection, and
ii. optimised sector contribution to overall national development.
2. We support AFLEG & EU FLEGT initiatives that contribute substantively to Forest and Wildlife Policy objectives mentioned.  We caution against narrow trade deals that project market access without concretely addressing wider ecological, social and development issues.  
3. We are working closely with civil society groups in the EU and in other Producer countries to push for and monitor FLEGT processes that meet the needs of the worlds’ peoples.

4. As regards process, our minimum requirement is a guarantee of full participation of all stakeholders at all stages of FLEGT process through e.g. 

a. representative steering / planning committee;

b. support for development of “national forest forums” and other consultative mechanisms; and 
c. concrete support for CS participation in these processes.
5. As regards content our minimum requirements are that: 

a. certification of legality is pursued as the first step in a programme towards sustainability and social responsibility certification;

b. the EU should impose a full-scale ban on circulation of illegal timber products and not just restricted products from volunteering Producer Countries.  The EU should also use its diplomatic influence to globalise regime. 

c. Ghana’s definition of “legal timber” (even in the short term) should include strict compliance with Timber Resources Management Act and the Timber Resources Management Regulations i.e. :
i. Immediate cancellation of all illegal Timber Utilisation Permits, Salvaging Permits, Replacement Allocations and commitment of affected areas to a pool for reallocation exclusively through competitive bidding;

ii. conversion of eligible concessions to TUCs and cancellation of ineligible concessions and commitment of affected areas to pool for reallocation exclusively through competitive bidding;
iii. retention of the Independent Third Party bid component of the competitive bidding process; and

iv. full recovery of revenue arrears and outstanding penalties.
d. Funding is set aside from timber rights fees and stumpage fees to pay for:
i. development / updating of management plans for all forest management units. 
ii. development of a full-scale forest monitoring system (beyond the Legal Validation of Timber Programme); and
iii. Independent Monitoring of Ghana’s forestry system.  
6. We believe that Voluntary Agreements should then focus on provision of incentives to companies and countries that commit to higher standards rather than sanctions.

7. Our minimum agenda for wider stakeholder discussions to be supported by FLEGT alongside VPA negotiations includes:
a. Fair access to forest resources:
i. a properly regulated non timber forest products regime;
ii. a workable incentive schemes for private planters and managers;
iii. legislative backing for community-management schemes.

b. Fair sharing of revenues and benefits from forestry
i. Review of stumpage collection mechanism
ii. Review of stumpage and timber rights fees distribution

iii. Review of remuneration, job security and working conditions in the timber industry;
c. stakeholder participation in sector governance;
d. provisions for mitigation of impacts of transition

8. We are committed to working in good faith with all stakeholders in any structures necessary or desirable to achieve these objectives. We will assist to:
a. develop a methodology and programme for compliance  monitoring;
b. support independent third party compliance monitoring. 
c. Analyse and disseminate reports from ITP monitors; 
d. network with local and international civil society for better compliance; and

e. promote the successes of the scheme locally and internationally.

___________________________

Alhassan Adam

Coordinator
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� Adopted by “social” forestry stakeholders participating in the meeting and including representing landowners, Organised Labour and NGOs.





