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NGO Coalition Building, Duarzohn Village,
Margibi  County, Republic of Liberia


                                                   For immediate Release
July 31, 2015

The Chairperson and members of the Forestry Development Authority (FDA) Board of Directors, the Managing Director and principal Deputies of the FDA, representative of the Ministry of Finance and Development Planning, representative of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, head of team and staffs of Liberia-EU Voluntary Partnership Agreement Support Unit (VPASU), President and members of the Liberia Timber Association (LTA), the Facilitator and members of the NGO Coalition of Liberia,   the Chairman and members of the National Benefit Sharing Trust (NBST) Board, our international partners in progress, fellow forest dependent community dwellers, members of the fourth estate, distinguish ladies and gentleman.
On behalf of the NUCFDCs and the 22 communities affected by commercial logging operations in Liberia, I would like to commend the Government of Liberia (GOL) for fulfilling its obligations under the National Forestry Reform Law (NFRL) of 2006 governing the forest sector of Liberia. 
On Friday July 17, 2015, the GOL deposited One Million ($1,000,000.00USD) in the account of the National Benefit Sharing Trust (NBST), the mechanism through which affected communities can directly access their benefits from land rental fee payments made by logging companies. This amount represents a 50% part payment of the Two Million, One Hundred Twenty Three Thousand, Five Hundred Nineteen dollars, Two Cents ($2,123,519.02) that have currently been paid by logging companies to the government of Liberia for affected communities.
The Government of Liberia being cognizant of its social responsibility to its citizens throughout the length and breadth of this Republic amended the National Forestry Law of 2000 to reflect current day realities leading to the crafting and enactment of the 2006 NFRL. The previous Forestry Law of Liberia made no adequate provisions for the fair treatment of Forests communities. Therefore, we applaud this initiative by the government and we recognize it as a positive step leading to more equity and equality in the distribution of Liberia natural resources. 
However, we want to admonish the government to take seriously its promises and obligations in consistent with the laws to deliver social and economic benefits to its citizens. We also call on the government to not deploy complacency, but go ahead to live by the terms and conditions of the new forestry law. In this regard, we hope that the remaining payment of what is owed to communities can be made in the soonest possible time.  
Continuous delay in community benefits will not just put logging business at risk, but will undermine the reform gains including the progress of the VPA that has been made in Liberia. We look forward to a stakeholders meeting to discuss the way forward. 
Finally we wish to assure the government and all stakeholders and partners that the funds received will be used for its intended purpose and managed in accordance with the mechanism of the Trust. We call on our colleagues from the communities for their cooperation with the NBST Board in accessing this fund.
In closing, we would like to extend our gratitude again to the government, to our many partners local and international including the FDA, Sustainable Development Institute (SDI), Foundation For Community Initiative (FCI), Save My Future Foundation (SAMFU), Green Advocates, LTA, VPA-SU, NGO Coalition, Den-L, Global Witness, FERN, and the American Jewish World Service (AJWS), among others. Your support is immensely appreciated.
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